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Reading Passage

Read the passage carefully. Each paragraph is labelled with a letter for easy reference.

A Throughout history, ancient architectural marvels have captivated the minds of countless

generations. Structures like the Pyramids of Giza, the Colosseum in Rome, and the Parthenon in

Athens not only showcase the ingenuity of their builders but also reflect the cultural values and

technological advancements of their time. The Pyramids, built around 2500 BC, stand as a

testament to the Egyptians' advanced understanding of mathematics and engineering,

demonstrating their ability to create monumental structures that have endured for millennia.

Similarly, the Colosseum, completed in AD 80, exemplifies Roman architectural prowess and served

as a grand venue for public spectacles, including gladiatorial contests and theatrical performances,

which united the populace and provided entertainment for the masses. These iconic sites draw

millions of tourists each year, contributing significantly to local economies and preserving cultural

heritage through tourism and education.

B In addition to their historical significance, these ancient structures inspire modern architecture.

Architects today often look to these iconic buildings for inspiration, incorporating elements of their

design into contemporary projects. For instance, the use of arches and domes in modern stadiums

can be traced back to the innovations of the Romans, showcasing how ancient techniques continue

to influence current designs. Furthermore, the sustainability of ancient construction techniques

offers valuable lessons for today's builders facing environmental challenges, emphasizing the

importance of using local materials and energy-efficient methods. As we study these ancient

wonders, we not only appreciate their beauty and craftsmanship but also recognize their profound

impact on modern society, reminding us that our past continues to influence our future in various

ways.
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Vocabulary Glossary

Key words and phrases from the passage. Study them before attempting the exercise below.

WORD /

PHRASE
DEFINITION EXAMPLE SENTENCE

captivated when something holds your attention and

makes you interested

The magic show captivated the children for

hours.

ingenuity the ability to think of new and clever ideas Her ingenuity helped solve the difficult

problem.

testament something that shows or proves the quality

of something else

Her success is a testament to her hard work.

prowess great skill or ability in a particular area The athlete's prowess was clear during the

competition.

populace the people living in a particular area The new law was welcomed by the local

populace.

endured to last or survive over a long time The old bridge has endured many storms.

spectacles large public shows or events The fireworks were a spectacular spectacle

last night.

sustainability the use of methods that do not harm the

environment and can continue for a long

time

Sustainability is important when planning

new buildings.
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Vocabulary Exercise — Fill in the Blank

Use one word or phrase from the glossary above to complete each sentence. Each item is used only once. Answers are on

the final page. 

The magician's tricks _____ the audience all night. 1.

Building the bridge showed the engineer's _____ in design. 2.

The old castle is a _____ to the region's rich history. 3.

Her _____ in music was clear during her performance. 4.

The _____ gathered in the square to watch the parade. 5.

The castle has _____ for hundreds of years. 6.
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Comprehension Questions

These questions are different from the online practice test. Choose the best answer (A, B, C, or D). Answers and explanations are

on the final page. 

Question 1

What do the Pyramids of Giza showcase about ancient Egyptian builders?

Question 2

How do ancient structures contribute to local economies today?

Question 3

What is a key lesson from ancient construction techniques mentioned in the passage?

Question 4

Why do architects today study ancient architectural marvels?

Their understanding of mathematics and engineering A.

Their love for theater and public shows B.

Their interest in modern architectural styles C.

Their reliance on foreign materials D.

By being used for modern public events A.

By attracting millions of tourists B.

By providing materials for new buildings C.

By serving as homes for local people D.

The use of arches and domes A.

The focus on height and grandeur B.

The importance of local materials and energy efficiency C.

The preference for stone over wood D.

To find new building materials A.

To improve construction speed B.

To get inspiration for modern designs C.

To build exact replicas D.
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Question 5

What role do arches and domes play in modern architecture according to the passage?

Discussion & Writing Prompts

Each prompt references a specific detail from the passage above. Use for classroom discussion or a short written response (150–

200 words). 

1. The passage notes that the Pyramids of Giza reflect the Egyptians' understanding of mathematics. How

does this influence your view of ancient civilizations' knowledge compared to today?

2. According to the passage, modern architects are inspired by ancient structures like the Colosseum.

What elements from your country's historic buildings could inspire future designs?

3. Paragraph 2 highlights the sustainability of ancient techniques. Do you think these techniques are

feasible for modern urban planning, and why?

They are rarely used today. A.

They are only used for decoration. B.

They are used in modern stadiums, inspired by Roman innovation. C.

They are considered outdated techniques. D.
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Answer Key

COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS

Q1 A Q2 B Q3 C Q4 C Q5 C

VOCABULARY EXERCISE

FIB1 captivated FIB2 ingenuity FIB3 testament FIB4 prowess FIB5 populace

FIB6 endured

Comprehension Question Explanations

Why the correct answer is right — and why each wrong option is incorrect. 

1. What do the Pyramids of Giza showcase about ancient Egyptian builders?

✓ A — Their understanding of mathematics and engineering The passage states that the Pyramids demonstrate the

Egyptians' advanced understanding of mathematics and

engineering.

✗ B — Their love for theater and public shows This option refers to the Colosseum, not the Pyramids.

✗ C — Their interest in modern architectural styles The passage discusses modern architects looking to ancient

structures, not the reverse.

✗ D — Their reliance on foreign materials The passage emphasizes the use of local materials, not foreign ones.

2. How do ancient structures contribute to local economies today?

✓ B — By attracting millions of tourists The passage mentions that these sites draw millions of tourists each year,

contributing to local economies.

✗ A — By being used for modern public events The passage does not mention modern events being held at these sites.

✗ C — By providing materials for new buildings The passage does not suggest using ancient structures for materials.

✗ D — By serving as homes for local people The passage does not state that these sites are used as homes.

3. What is a key lesson from ancient construction techniques mentioned in the passage?

✓ C — The importance of local materials and energy efficiency The passage highlights the sustainability of ancient

techniques using local materials and energy-efficient

methods.

✗ A — The use of arches and domes This refers to design elements, not sustainability.

✗ B — The focus on height and grandeur The passage does not emphasize height and grandeur as a key lesson.

✗ D — The preference for stone over wood The passage does not compare stone and wood.
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4. Why do architects today study ancient architectural marvels?

✓ C — To get inspiration for modern designs The passage states that architects look to these buildings for inspiration

for contemporary projects.

✗ A — To find new building materials The passage does not mention finding new materials from ancient structures.

✗ B — To improve construction speed The passage does not discuss construction speed.

✗ D — To build exact replicas The passage does not suggest building exact replicas.

5. What role do arches and domes play in modern architecture according to the passage?

✓ C — They are used in modern stadiums, inspired by Roman innovation. The passage states that the use of arches and

domes in modern stadiums is inspired by

Roman innovation.

✗ A — They are rarely used today. The passage mentions their use in modern stadiums.

✗ B — They are only used for decoration. The passage does not limit their use to decoration.

✗ D — They are considered outdated techniques. The passage indicates they are still influential, not outdated.

MORE B2 LEVEL READING PRACTICE

Letters Refugee Camp Family Story Hope — https://www.esl-tests.com/reading/b2/letters-refugee-camp-family-story-hope

Global Health Preparedness Lessons Recent Pandemics — https://www.esl-tests.com/reading/b2/global-health-

preparedness-lessons-recent-pandemics

Climate Migration Communities Move — https://www.esl-tests.com/reading/b2/climate-migration-communities-move
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