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Reading Passage

Read the passage carefully. Each paragraph is labelled with a letter for easy reference.

A Every author’s journey begins with inspiration, often found in the most unexpected places. For

Emily Carter, a budding novelist living in a small town, her inspiration struck during a visit to the

local library. Surrounded by shelves filled with stories from different eras, she felt a surge of

creativity. One book, in particular, caught her attention: a historical novel set in the 19th century.

The vivid descriptions and complex characters ignited a passion within her. Determined to write her

own story, Emily started jotting down ideas in a worn notebook, capturing the essence of the world

around her. She often spent evenings on her porch, watching the sunset while crafting her

characters and plot twists, imagining the lives they would lead and the challenges they would face.

B After months of dedication and hard work, Emily completed her manuscript, pouring her heart and

soul into every page. However, the journey to publication was daunting and filled with obstacles.

She researched literary agents extensively, attended workshops to hone her skills, and joined writer

groups for valuable feedback. Rejection letters piled up, but she remained undeterred, knowing that

persistence was key. Each critique helped her refine her work, making it stronger and more

compelling. Finally, after a year of perseverance and countless revisions, she secured a literary agent

who believed in her story and saw its potential. With their guidance, Emily polished her manuscript

further, addressing the feedback she had received. Soon after, she received an offer from a

publishing house. The day she held her first printed book was a dream come true, a testament to her

hard work and resilience. Emily's journey from inspiration to publication taught her that every

setback is an opportunity for growth, and that determination can lead to fulfilling one's dreams.
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Vocabulary Glossary

Key words and phrases from the passage. Study them before attempting the exercise below.

WORD /

PHRASE
DEFINITION EXAMPLE SENTENCE

budding beginning to develop or show signs of

promise

She is a budding artist with much potential.

manuscript the original text of a book before it is

published

The author sent her manuscript to several

publishers.

daunting seeming difficult to deal with or causing

fear

Moving to a new city alone can be a

daunting experience.

perseverance continued effort to do or achieve

something despite difficulties

Her perseverance helped her finish the

marathon.

resilience the ability to recover quickly from

difficulties

His resilience was evident after he bounced

back from the setback.

ignite to start a strong feeling or interest The movie ignited a passion for film in her.

revision the process of making changes to improve

something

The teacher asked for revisions on the

student's essay.

setback a problem that delays progress The rain was a setback for the outdoor

event.

https://www.esl-tests.com Page 2 of 7



Vocabulary Exercise — Fill in the Blank

Use one word or phrase from the glossary above to complete each sentence. Each item is used only once. Answers are on

the final page. 

After many _____, she finally finished her book. 1.

The new project seemed _____, but he was determined to succeed. 2.

Her _____ helped her to overcome the failures she faced. 3.

The teacher's praise _____ his interest in the subject. 4.

He is a _____ musician, just starting to find his style. 5.

Despite the setback, her _____ led her to eventual success. 6.
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Comprehension Questions

These questions are different from the online practice test. Choose the best answer (A, B, C, or D). Answers and explanations are

on the final page. 

Question 1

What inspired Emily Carter during her visit to the library?

Question 2

What was Emily's reaction to rejection letters?

Question 3

What role did writer groups play in Emily's journey?

Question 4

What does the passage suggest about Emily's evenings on the porch?

A book about the future A.

A historical novel B.

A science fiction story C.

A biography of a famous author D.

She gave up on writing. A.

She became discouraged permanently. B.

She remained determined. C.

She decided to change her career. D.

They discouraged her efforts. A.

They provided valuable feedback. B.

They published her book. C.

They offered financial support. D.

They were spent reading new books. A.

They were spent planning her future career. B.

They were spent developing her characters. C.

They were spent in complete relaxation. D.
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Question 5

Why might the author have included the detail about Emily's first printed book?

Discussion & Writing Prompts

Each prompt references a specific detail from the passage above. Use for classroom discussion or a short written response (150–

200 words). 

1. Paragraph 1 describes how Emily felt a surge of creativity in the library. Have you ever felt unexpectedly

inspired by a place or moment, and what did it lead you to do?

2. In Paragraph 2, Emily faced numerous rejection letters before finding success. How do you handle

rejection or failure in your own life, and what strategies help you stay motivated?

3. The passage mentions Emily's dedication and hard work over a year. Do you think such perseverance is

common among successful people, and can you give examples from other fields?

To show her failure A.

To highlight her persistence B.

To emphasize her quick success C.

To illustrate her financial gain D.
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Answer Key

COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS

Q1 B Q2 C Q3 B Q4 C Q5 B

VOCABULARY EXERCISE

FIB1 revisions FIB2 daunting FIB3 resilience FIB4 ignited FIB5 budding

FIB6 perseverance

Comprehension Question Explanations

Why the correct answer is right — and why each wrong option is incorrect. 

1. What inspired Emily Carter during her visit to the library?

✓ B — A historical novel Emily was inspired by a historical novel set in the 19th century.

✗ A — A book about the future The passage doesn't mention a book about the future.

✗ C — A science fiction story The passage doesn't mention a science fiction story.

✗ D — A biography of a famous author The passage doesn't mention a biography.

2. What was Emily's reaction to rejection letters?

✓ C — She remained determined. The passage states that she remained undeterred by rejection letters.

✗ A — She gave up on writing. She did not give up on writing.

✗ B — She became discouraged permanently. She did not become permanently discouraged.

✗ D — She decided to change her career. She did not change her career.

3. What role did writer groups play in Emily's journey?

✓ B — They provided valuable feedback. Writer groups gave her valuable feedback, helping her improve her work.

✗ A — They discouraged her efforts. They provided support, not discouragement.

✗ C — They published her book. They did not publish her book.

✗ D — They offered financial support. They did not provide financial support.

4. What does the passage suggest about Emily's evenings on the porch?

✓ C — They were spent developing her characters. Emily spent evenings crafting her characters and plot twists.

✗ A — They were spent reading new books. She was focused on writing, not reading new books.

✗ B — They were spent planning her future career. The passage mentions character development, not career planning.

✗ D — They were spent in complete relaxation. She was actively working on her story, not relaxing.
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5. Why might the author have included the detail about Emily's first printed book?

✓ B — To highlight her persistence Holding her first printed book was a testament to her hard work and persistence.

✗ A — To show her failure It highlights her success, not failure.

✗ C — To emphasize her quick success Her journey was long, not quick.

✗ D — To illustrate her financial gain The emphasis is on her achievement, not financial gain.

MORE B2 LEVEL READING PRACTICE

Letters Refugee Camp Family Story Hope — https://www.esl-tests.com/reading/b2/letters-refugee-camp-family-story-hope

Global Health Preparedness Lessons Recent Pandemics — https://www.esl-tests.com/reading/b2/global-health-

preparedness-lessons-recent-pandemics

Climate Migration Communities Move — https://www.esl-tests.com/reading/b2/climate-migration-communities-move
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