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Reading Passage

A Inrecent decades, global migration has significantly shaped cultural identity across the world.
Countries like the United States, Canada, and Australia have become melting pots of diverse
cultures due to their welcoming immigration policies. For instance, in New York City,
neighborhoods like Chinatown and Little Italy showcase the rich heritage of their immigrant
populations. These areas not only offer traditional foods and vibrant festivals but also allow new
generations to connect with their roots and learn about their ancestors' histories. As a result,
cultural identity becomes a blend of old traditions and new influences, creating a unique societal

fabric that reflects the contributions of various cultures.

g However, the impact of immigration is not solely positive. Many immigrants face numerous
challenges in preserving their cultural identity while adapting to a new environment. Language
barriers, discrimination, and economic hardships can lead to a profound sense of alienation and
isolation. For example, a family from Syria might struggle to maintain their cultural practices, such
as traditional celebrations and cuisine, while trying to assimilate into Canadian society.
Nevertheless, community organizations play a crucial role in helping immigrants navigate these
challenges. They provide essential resources for language learning, cultural exchange programs, and
social support networks, fostering a sense of belonging and community. Ultimately, the interplay
between immigration and cultural identity highlights the complex dynamics of modern society,
where diversity can either enrich or complicate the lives of individuals, making the experience of

immigration multifaceted and deeply impactful.


https://www.esl-tests.com/reading/b2/global-migration-cultural-identity?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=download&utm_campaign=reading-pack&utm_content=b2-global-migration-cultural-identity

Vocabulary Glossary

Key words and phrases from the passage. Study them before attempting the exercise below.

WORD /
DEFINITION EXAMPLE SENTENCE

PHRASE

melting pot a place where different people and cultures The city is a melting pot of various cultures
mix together and traditions.

heritage traditions and culture passed down from She is proud of her rich cultural heritage.

earlier generations

alienation feeling isolated or not part of a group He felt alienation when he moved to the new

city and knew no one.

assimilation when someone becomes part of another Assimilation can be difficult when moving to
culture a new country.

navigate to find a way to deal with a difficult She had to navigate the challenges of living
situation in a foreign country.

profound very deep or intense The move had a profound effect on his life.

fabric the basic structure or framework of The cultural fabric of the city is very diverse.
something

interplay the way in which two things affect each The interplay between work and family life
other can be challenging.

societal related to society and its organization Societal changes have made it easier for

women to work.

multifaceted having many different parts or sides The issue is multifaceted, involving politics,

economy, and culture.
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Vocabulary Exercise — Fill in the Blank

Use one word or phrase from the glossary above to complete each sentence. Each item is used only once. Answers are on

the final page.

1. Thecityisknownasa______, where people from different backgrounds live together.

2. Understanding your cultural _______ can help you feel more connected to your past.

3. Heexperienced asenseof __ after moving to a new country and not speaking the language.
4. Ttcan be hard to achieve ______ when you move to a place with different customs.

5. Sheworked hardto_______ the challenges of starting a business in a new country.

6. The__ effects of losing a job can impact mental health.
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Comprehension Questions

Question 1

What is one challenge for immigrants mentioned in the passage?

A. Learning new sports
B. Language barriers
C. Finding new hobbies

D. Traveling in their new country

Question 2

Why are community organizations important for immigrants?

A. They teach immigrants how to cook local food.
B. They provide language learning and cultural exchange programs.
C. They help immigrants find jobs in technology.

D. They organize sports events for immigrants.

Question 3

What is the main idea of the passage?

A. The impact of global migration on city infrastructure.
B. The challenges and benefits of preserving cultural identity through immigration.
C. The economic benefits of immigration.

D. The role of sports in immigrant communities.

Question 4

What does the phrase 'unique societal fabric' mean in the context of the passage?

A. A type of clothing worn by immigrants
B. The diverse culture created by mixing traditions
C. A new form of government system

D. Alanguage spoken by immigrants



Question 5

Why might immigrants experience a sense of isolation?

A. Because they miss their home country's weather
B. Due to language barriers and discrimination
C. Because they are not allowed to work

D. Due to lack of access to healthcare

Discussion & Writing Prompts

Each prompt references a specific detail from the passage above. Use for classroom discussion or a short written response (150—
200 words).

1. Paragraph A mentions that New York City has neighborhoods like Chinatown and Little Italy. How do

you think these areas influence the city's overall culture?

2. The passage states that community organizations help immigrants with language and social support.
How effective do you think these organizations are in your country, and what improvements could be

made?

3. According to the passage, immigration can enrich or complicate lives. Can you think of an example

from your own experience or country where immigration has done one of these? Why?
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Answer Key

COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS

Q1 B Q2 B Q3 B Q4 B Q5 B

VOCABULARY EXERCISE

FIB1 melting pot FIB2 heritage FIB3 alienation FIB4 assimilation

FIB5 navigate FIB6 profound

Comprehension Question Explanations

Why the correct answer is right — and why each wrong option is incorrect.

1. What is one challenge for immigrants mentioned in the passage?
v/ B — Language barriers =~ The passage mentions language barriers as a challenge for immigrants.
X A— Learning new sports | 1he passage does not mention learning new sports as a challenge.
X C — Finding new hobbies | The passage does not mention finding new hobbies.

X D — Traveling in their new country | The passage does not discuss traveling as a challenge for immigrants.

2. Why are community organizations important for immigrants?

v/ B — They provide language learning and cultural exchange programs. = The passage states that community
organizations provide language learning and
cultural exchange programs.

X A — They teach immigrants how to cook local food. The passage does not mention cooking classes.

X C — They help immigrants find jobs in technology. | 7he passage does not specifically mention helping find jobs in
technology.

X D — They organize sports events for immigrants. = 1 passage does not mention organizing sports events.

3. What is the main idea of the passage?

v/ B — The challenges and benefits of preserving cultural identity through immigration. = The passage discusses both
challenges and benefits related
to cultural identity and
immigration.

X A — The impact of global migration on city infrastructure. | The passage does not focus on city infrastructure.
X C — The economic benefits of immigration. | The passage does not primarily focus on economic benefits.

X D — The role of sports in immigrant communities. = The passage does not mention the role of sports.
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4. What does the phrase 'unique societal fabric' mean in the context of the passage?

v/ B — The diverse culture created by mixing traditions = The passage uses 'unique societal fabric' to describe the
diverse culture from mixing traditions.

X A — A type of clothing worn by immigrants | The passage is not discussing clothing.
X C — A new form of government system | The passage does not focus on government systems.

X D — A language spoken by immigrants | The passage does not mention a specific language.

5. Why might immigrants experience a sense of isolation?

v/ B — Due to language barriers and discrimination = The passage mentions language barriers and discrimination as
causes for isolation.

X A — Because they miss their home country's weather = The passage does not mention weather as a factor.

X C — Because they are not allowed to work = The passage does not state that immigrants are not allowed to work.

X D — Due to lack of access to healthcare | The passage does not discuss healthcare access.

MORE B2 LEVEL READING PRACTICE

Letters Refugee Camp Family Story Hope — https://www.esl-tests.com/reading/b2/letters-refugee-camp-family-story-hope

Global Health Preparedness Lessons Recent Pandemics — https://www.esl|-tests.com/reading/b2/global-health-

preparedness-lessons-recent-pandemics

Climate Migration Communities Move — https://www.esl-tests.com/reading/b2/climate-migration-communities-move
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