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Reading Passage

Read the passage carefully. Each paragraph is labelled with a letter for easy reference.

A In recent years, cities around the globe have embraced innovative public transportation solutions to

tackle urban congestion and pollution. One notable example is the introduction of electric buses,

which have become increasingly popular in cities like Los Angeles and London. These buses not

only reduce greenhouse gas emissions but also provide a quieter and smoother ride for passengers,

enhancing their overall travel experience. Additionally, cities are implementing smart traffic

management systems that use real-time data to optimize traffic flow and improve safety on the

roads. For instance, Singapore has developed an advanced traffic monitoring system that adjusts

traffic signals based on current conditions, significantly reducing travel times for commuters and

minimizing congestion during peak hours.

B Furthermore, bike-sharing programs have gained traction in urban areas, encouraging residents to

opt for cycling over driving. Cities such as Amsterdam and Copenhagen have successfully integrated

extensive bike lanes into their transportation networks, making it safer and more convenient for

cyclists to navigate the city. These initiatives not only promote healthier lifestyles but also

contribute to reducing the number of vehicles on the road, leading to less air pollution and a more

sustainable urban environment. Moreover, the rise of app-based ride-sharing services has

transformed how people navigate their cities. Services like Uber and Lyft offer affordable and

flexible transportation options, helping to bridge the gap between public transit and personal

vehicles. By prioritizing these innovations, cities are not only improving public transportation but

also enhancing the overall quality of life for their residents, making urban living more enjoyable and

accessible.
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Vocabulary Glossary

Key words and phrases from the passage. Study them before attempting the exercise below.

WORD /

PHRASE
DEFINITION EXAMPLE SENTENCE

congestion when there are too many cars or people in

one place, causing delays

Morning traffic congestion made her late for

work.

emissions gases sent out into the air from cars and

factories

The new law aims to reduce car emissions in

the city.

optimize to make something work as well as

possible

We need to optimize our time to finish the

project on schedule.

commuters people who travel to work or school

regularly

Many commuters take the train to the city

every day.

minimizing to make something as small as possible Wearing a helmet helps in minimizing

injuries during accidents.

integrated when different things are combined to

work together

The new app is integrated with the phone's

GPS system.

navigate to find a way to go from one place to

another

He used a map to navigate through the city.

flexible able to change or be changed easily Her work hours are flexible, allowing her to

start early or late.

enhancing to improve something or make it better The new software is enhancing the

computer's performance.

sustainable using methods that do not harm the

environment

Solar energy is a sustainable way to power

houses.
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Vocabulary Exercise — Fill in the Blank

Use one word or phrase from the glossary above to complete each sentence. Each item is used only once. Answers are on

the final page. 

The city is working on reducing traffic _____ to make driving smoother. 1.

New laws aim to lower harmful _____ from factories. 2.

To save time, we need to _____ our schedule. 3.

_____ often prefer trains because they avoid traffic jams. 4.

The city is focused on _____ waste to protect the environment. 5.

The new transport system is _____ with local bus routes. 6.
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Comprehension Questions

These questions are different from the online practice test. Choose the best answer (A, B, C, or D). Answers and explanations are

on the final page. 

Question 1

What is one advantage of electric buses mentioned in the passage?

Question 2

How do smart traffic management systems help in cities?

Question 3

Which cities have successfully integrated bike lanes?

Question 4

What is the purpose of app-based ride-sharing services?

They are cheaper than regular buses. A.

They provide a quieter ride. B.

They have more seating capacity. C.

They are faster than regular buses. D.

They reduce the cost of transportation. A.

They create new roads. B.

They optimize traffic flow. C.

They increase fuel consumption. D.

Los Angeles and London A.

Singapore and Tokyo B.

Amsterdam and Copenhagen C.

New York and Paris D.

To replace public transportation A.

To provide flexible transportation options B.

To increase traffic congestion C.

To make taxi services more expensive D.
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Question 5

What is a key benefit of bike-sharing programs?

Discussion & Writing Prompts

Each prompt references a specific detail from the passage above. Use for classroom discussion or a short written response (150–

200 words). 

1. The passage describes how Los Angeles and London are using electric buses to reduce emissions. Do

you think your city should adopt electric buses as well? Why or why not?

2. According to the passage, Singapore uses an advanced traffic monitoring system to manage congestion.

What technology could your city use to improve traffic flow?

3. Paragraph B mentions that Amsterdam and Copenhagen have extensive bike lanes. How could your

city improve its infrastructure to support cyclists and reduce car use?

They increase the number of cars on the road. A.

They promote healthier lifestyles. B.

They make driving more popular. C.

They are only available in large cities. D.
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Answer Key

COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS

Q1 B Q2 C Q3 C Q4 B Q5 B

VOCABULARY EXERCISE

FIB1 congestion FIB2 emissions FIB3 optimize FIB4 Commuters

FIB5 minimizing FIB6 integrated

Comprehension Question Explanations

Why the correct answer is right — and why each wrong option is incorrect. 

1. What is one advantage of electric buses mentioned in the passage?

✓ B — They provide a quieter ride. The passage states that electric buses provide a quieter ride, improving the travel

experience.

✗ A — They are cheaper than regular buses. The passage does not mention the cost of electric buses.

✗ C — They have more seating capacity. The passage does not discuss seating capacity.

✗ D — They are faster than regular buses. The passage does not compare the speed of electric buses to regular buses.

2. How do smart traffic management systems help in cities?

✓ C — They optimize traffic flow. The passage explains that smart systems use real-time data to optimize traffic flow.

✗ A — They reduce the cost of transportation. The passage does not mention reducing transportation costs.

✗ B — They create new roads. The passage does not mention creating new roads.

✗ D — They increase fuel consumption. The passage mentions reducing, not increasing, travel times.

3. Which cities have successfully integrated bike lanes?

✓ C — Amsterdam and Copenhagen The passage states that Amsterdam and Copenhagen have integrated bike lanes

into their networks.

✗ A — Los Angeles and London The passage mentions these cities in a different context.

✗ B — Singapore and Tokyo Singapore is mentioned but not for bike lanes.

✗ D — New York and Paris The passage does not mention New York or Paris.

4. What is the purpose of app-based ride-sharing services?

✓ B — To provide flexible transportation options The passage says app-based services offer affordable and flexible

options.

✗ A — To replace public transportation The passage does not suggest replacing public transport.

✗ C — To increase traffic congestion The passage implies they help reduce congestion.

✗ D — To make taxi services more expensive The passage does not say they make taxis more expensive.
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5. What is a key benefit of bike-sharing programs?

✓ B — They promote healthier lifestyles. The passage states that bike-sharing promotes healthier lifestyles.

✗ A — They increase the number of cars on the road. The passage states they help reduce the number of cars.

✗ C — They make driving more popular. The passage suggests they encourage cycling over driving.

✗ D — They are only available in large cities. The passage does not restrict bike-sharing to large cities.

MORE B2 LEVEL READING PRACTICE

Letters Refugee Camp Family Story Hope — https://www.esl-tests.com/reading/b2/letters-refugee-camp-family-story-hope

Global Health Preparedness Lessons Recent Pandemics — https://www.esl-tests.com/reading/b2/global-health-

preparedness-lessons-recent-pandemics

Climate Migration Communities Move — https://www.esl-tests.com/reading/b2/climate-migration-communities-move
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