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Reading Passage

Read the passage carefully. Each paragraph is labelled with a letter for easy reference.

A In the small coastal town of Clearwater, the community faced a significant challenge when

Hurricane Eliza struck last summer. The storm brought fierce winds and heavy rain, resulting in

widespread damage to homes and businesses throughout the area. Many residents were forced to

evacuate, seeking shelter in nearby towns and with friends and family. Despite the chaos and fear

that gripped the town, the spirit of Clearwater’s people shone through brightly. Neighbors helped

each other board up windows and gather supplies, showing remarkable solidarity and compassion

in the face of adversity. Local businesses, although heavily impacted by the storm's destruction,

organized fundraisers to support those who lost everything, demonstrating their commitment to the

community. The community center became a vital hub for relief efforts, where volunteers worked

tirelessly to distribute food, clothing, and other essential items to families in need.

B As the storm passed and the skies cleared, the real work of recovery began. Clearwater’s residents

rallied together to rebuild their town, showing incredible determination and resilience. They held

community meetings to discuss recovery plans and prioritized restoring essential services like water

and electricity, which were crucial for daily life. A group of local artists even took the initiative to

paint colorful murals on damaged buildings, transforming reminders of destruction into symbols of

hope and renewal. This artistic endeavor not only beautified the town but also fostered a sense of

unity and pride among residents. By the end of the year, Clearwater had made significant progress,

with many homes repaired and businesses reopened, showcasing the strength and resilience of the

community. Their collaborative efforts proved that even in the face of adversity, working together

with determination could lead to recovery and renewal.
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Vocabulary Glossary

Key words and phrases from the passage. Study them before attempting the exercise below.

WORD /

PHRASE
DEFINITION EXAMPLE SENTENCE

evacuate to leave a place quickly because it is

dangerous

People had to evacuate the building during

the fire.

solidarity support and agreement among people in a

group

The workers showed solidarity by striking

together.

adversity a difficult situation or condition He faced adversity when he lost his job.

fundraisers events to collect money for a specific cause The school held fundraisers to buy new

computers.

resilience the ability to recover quickly from

problems

The team showed resilience after losing the

first game.

initiative a new plan or action to solve a problem She took the initiative to start a recycling

program at school.

mural a large picture painted on a wall The artist painted a mural on the side of the

building.

renewal the act of making something new again Spring is a time of renewal for plants and

flowers.
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Vocabulary Exercise — Fill in the Blank

Use one word or phrase from the glossary above to complete each sentence. Each item is used only once. Answers are on

the final page. 

After the earthquake, many people had to _____ their homes for safety. 1.

The workers showed _____ by supporting each other during the strike. 2.

Despite facing _____, she managed to finish her studies. 3.

The charity organized _____ to help the homeless. 4.

The city showed great _____ by rebuilding quickly after the storm. 5.

The government launched a new _____ to improve public transportation. 6.
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Comprehension Questions

These questions are different from the online practice test. Choose the best answer (A, B, C, or D). Answers and explanations are

on the final page. 

Question 1

What did Clearwater residents prioritize first in their recovery efforts?

Question 2

What role did local artists play in the recovery of Clearwater?

Question 3

Why did local businesses organize fundraisers after the storm?

Question 4

What does the passage suggest about the community center's importance?

Building new schools A.

Restoring essential services like water and electricity B.

Painting murals on buildings C.

Organizing a festival D.

They helped clean up debris. A.

They painted murals on damaged buildings. B.

They organized community meetings. C.

They provided food and clothing. D.

To rebuild their own shops A.

To support those who lost everything B.

To celebrate the end of the storm C.

To attract more tourists to Clearwater D.

It became a place for entertainment. A.

It was crucial for relief efforts. B.

It closed down due to the storm. C.

It was used for art exhibitions. D.
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Question 5

What message is conveyed about Clearwater’s community through their actions?

Discussion & Writing Prompts

Each prompt references a specific detail from the passage above. Use for classroom discussion or a short written response (150–

200 words). 

1. Paragraph A describes how local businesses organized fundraisers after Hurricane Eliza. What other

ways can businesses support a community in times of crisis?

2. According to paragraph B, local artists painted murals on damaged buildings in Clearwater. How can

art contribute to a community's recovery after a disaster?

3. The passage mentions that Clearwater held community meetings to discuss recovery plans. How

important do you think community meetings are in disaster recovery, and what should be their main

focus?

They gave up easily in difficult times. A.

They relied on outside help to recover. B.

They showed determination and unity. C.

They were focused on individual achievements. D.
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Answer Key

COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS

Q1 B Q2 B Q3 B Q4 B Q5 C

VOCABULARY EXERCISE

FIB1 evacuate FIB2 solidarity FIB3 adversity FIB4 fundraisers FIB5 resilience

FIB6 initiative

Comprehension Question Explanations

Why the correct answer is right — and why each wrong option is incorrect. 

1. What did Clearwater residents prioritize first in their recovery efforts?

✓ B — Restoring essential services like water and electricity The passage states that residents prioritized restoring

essential services like water and electricity.

✗ A — Building new schools The passage does not mention building new schools as a priority.

✗ C — Painting murals on buildings While painting murals was mentioned, it was not the first priority.

✗ D — Organizing a festival Organizing a festival was not mentioned as a recovery effort.

2. What role did local artists play in the recovery of Clearwater?

✓ B — They painted murals on damaged buildings. Local artists painted murals on damaged buildings, as mentioned

in the passage.

✗ A — They helped clean up debris. Cleaning up debris was not mentioned as a role of the artists.

✗ C — They organized community meetings. Organizing community meetings was not the role of the artists.

✗ D — They provided food and clothing. Providing food and clothing was not mentioned as something the artists did.

3. Why did local businesses organize fundraisers after the storm?

✓ B — To support those who lost everything The passage states that fundraisers were organized to support those who

lost everything.

✗ A — To rebuild their own shops The passage does not mention businesses rebuilding their own shops with fundraisers.

✗ C — To celebrate the end of the storm Fundraisers were not organized to celebrate the end of the storm.

✗ D — To attract more tourists to Clearwater Attracting tourists was not a reason for the fundraisers.

4. What does the passage suggest about the community center's importance?

✓ B — It was crucial for relief efforts. The passage describes the community center as a vital hub for relief efforts.

✗ A — It became a place for entertainment. The passage does not mention the center as a place for entertainment.

✗ C — It closed down due to the storm. The community center did not close down due to the storm.

✗ D — It was used for art exhibitions. Art exhibitions at the community center were not mentioned.
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5. What message is conveyed about Clearwater’s community through their actions?

✓ C — They showed determination and unity. The passage highlights the community's determination and unity in

overcoming the storm's challenges.

✗ A — They gave up easily in difficult times. The community did not give up; they worked hard to recover.

✗ B — They relied on outside help to recover. The focus was on their own efforts, not just outside help.

✗ D — They were focused on individual achievements. The passage emphasizes collective efforts, not individual

achievements.

MORE B2 LEVEL READING PRACTICE

Letters Refugee Camp Family Story Hope — https://www.esl-tests.com/reading/b2/letters-refugee-camp-family-story-hope

Global Health Preparedness Lessons Recent Pandemics — https://www.esl-tests.com/reading/b2/global-health-

preparedness-lessons-recent-pandemics

Climate Migration Communities Move — https://www.esl-tests.com/reading/b2/climate-migration-communities-move
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