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Reading Passage

Read the passage carefully. Each paragraph is labelled with a letter for easy reference.

A In recent years, global streaming platforms like Netflix, Amazon Prime, and Disney+ have

revolutionized how audiences consume media. These platforms offer an extensive library of films,

television shows, and documentaries from various cultures, making international content more

accessible than ever before. As a result, viewers can experience stories from around the world

without the barriers of traditional media distribution. For instance, a Spanish-language series such

as "Money Heist" (La Casa de Papel) has gained immense popularity far beyond its home country,

attracting millions of viewers globally. This phenomenon highlights how streaming services can

bridge cultural divides and foster a greater understanding of diverse narratives.

B Moreover, global streaming platforms have not only transformed viewing habits but have also

significantly influenced local film and television industries. As these platforms invest in original

content, they often collaborate with local creators, leading to a fusion of styles and storytelling

techniques that enrich the viewing experience. The success of shows like "Sacred Games" from India

and "Dark" from Germany exemplifies how local stories can resonate on a global scale, showcasing

unique cultural perspectives. However, this shift has raised concerns about the potential

overshadowing of traditional media and local productions. Critics argue that the dominance of

major streaming services could lead to a homogenization of content, where unique cultural voices

struggle to compete against the vast resources of these corporations. Thus, while global streaming

platforms have undoubtedly enriched the media landscape, they also pose challenges that warrant

careful consideration.

C The balance between embracing global narratives and preserving local storytelling traditions is

crucial for the future of media consumption. As audiences increasingly turn to these platforms for

entertainment, the impact on local cultures and industries becomes more pronounced. The

collaboration between global platforms and local creators can lead to innovative storytelling that

reflects a blend of influences, but it is essential to ensure that local narratives are not lost in the

process. The future of media consumption hinges on finding ways to celebrate and promote diverse

voices while navigating the complexities introduced by the global reach of streaming services.
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Vocabulary Glossary

Key words and phrases from the passage. Study them before attempting the exercise below.

WORD / PHRASE DEFINITION EXAMPLE SENTENCE

revolutionized changed completely in a new and

important way

The internet has revolutionized how we

communicate with each other.

extensive large in amount or size The library has an extensive collection of

books.

accessible easy to get or understand The museum is accessible to people with

disabilities.

phenomenon something that is seen or happens,

especially when it is unusual

The Northern Lights are a natural

phenomenon people travel to see.

bridge to make a connection between two

different things

The new program aims to bridge the gap

between students and teachers.

foster to help the development or growth of

something

Parents should foster a love for reading in

their children.

homogenization when different things become the same or

similar

Some people worry about the

homogenization of cultures.

narratives stories or accounts of events The teacher asked us to write narratives

about our summer holidays.

https://www.esl-tests.com Page 2 of 7



Vocabulary Exercise — Fill in the Blank

Use one word or phrase from the glossary above to complete each sentence. Each item is used only once. Answers are on

the final page. 

The new technology has _____ the way we listen to music. 1.

The park is _____ to everyone, including those with wheelchairs. 2.

The teacher asked us to tell _____ about our first day at school. 3.

The internet can _____ communication between people from different countries. 4.

A country's culture can be at risk of _____ when it is influenced too much by others. 5.

The _____ selection of movies on the platform attracts many users. 6.
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Comprehension Questions

These questions are different from the online practice test. Choose the best answer (A, B, C, or D). Answers and explanations are

on the final page. 

Question 1

What is one way that global streaming platforms have influenced local creators?

Question 2

How has the popularity of shows like 'Money Heist' affected cultural understanding?

Question 3

What challenge do global streaming platforms pose to local media according to the

passage?

Question 4

What is a potential effect of streaming platforms on viewing habits?

By reducing the need for local production companies A.

By collaborating with them to create original content B.

By eliminating local storytelling traditions C.

By focusing solely on international content D.

It has limited the spread of cultural narratives. A.

It has increased cultural misunderstandings. B.

It has fostered a greater understanding of diverse narratives. C.

It has had no effect on cultural understanding. D.

They improve traditional media. A.

They may overshadow local productions. B.

They decrease the number of global narratives. C.

They focus too much on local stories. D.

They encourage watching only local content. A.

They make it harder to access international media. B.

They change how audiences consume media. C.

They limit the types of media available. D.
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Question 5

What does the passage suggest about the future of media consumption?

Discussion & Writing Prompts

Each prompt references a specific detail from the passage above. Use for classroom discussion or a short written response (150–

200 words). 

1. The passage mentions that 'Money Heist' has gained global popularity. Why do you think certain shows

become popular worldwide while others do not?

2. Paragraph 2 discusses the collaboration between streaming platforms and local creators. In your

opinion, what are the benefits and drawbacks of such collaborations?

3. The passage raises concerns about the homogenization of content. Do you think this is a significant

issue in your country, and why?

It will be dominated by traditional media. A.

It will rely on a balance between global and local content. B.

It will exclude local storytelling traditions. C.

It will only focus on global narratives. D.
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Answer Key

COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS

Q1 B Q2 C Q3 B Q4 C Q5 B

VOCABULARY EXERCISE

FIB1 revolutionized FIB2 accessible FIB3 narratives FIB4 bridge

FIB5 homogenization FIB6 extensive

Comprehension Question Explanations

Why the correct answer is right — and why each wrong option is incorrect. 

1. What is one way that global streaming platforms have influenced local creators?

✓ B — By collaborating with them to create original content The passage mentions that streaming platforms often

collaborate with local creators to produce original content.

✗ A — By reducing the need for local production companies The passage does not mention reducing the need for local

production companies.

✗ C — By eliminating local storytelling traditions The passage talks about preserving local storytelling traditions, not

eliminating them.

✗ D — By focusing solely on international content The passage highlights both local and international content.

2. How has the popularity of shows like 'Money Heist' affected cultural understanding?

✓ C — It has fostered a greater understanding of diverse narratives. The passage states that shows like 'Money Heist'

help foster understanding of diverse narratives.

✗ A — It has limited the spread of cultural narratives. The passage suggests the opposite, that these shows spread cultural

narratives.

✗ B — It has increased cultural misunderstandings. The passage does not mention increased misunderstandings.

✗ D — It has had no effect on cultural understanding. The passage explicitly states an effect on cultural understanding.

3. What challenge do global streaming platforms pose to local media according to the passage?

✓ B — They may overshadow local productions. The passage mentions concerns about the overshadowing of local

productions by global streaming platforms.

✗ A — They improve traditional media. The passage does not mention improving traditional media.

✗ C — They decrease the number of global narratives. The passage talks about increasing global narratives, not

decreasing them.

✗ D — They focus too much on local stories. The passage highlights a balance, not an over-focus on local stories.
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4. What is a potential effect of streaming platforms on viewing habits?

✓ C — They change how audiences consume media. The passage states that streaming platforms have revolutionized

how audiences consume media.

✗ A — They encourage watching only local content. The passage suggests access to both local and international content.

✗ B — They make it harder to access international media. The passage mentions making international content more

accessible.

✗ D — They limit the types of media available. The passage talks about a wide range of media types available.

5. What does the passage suggest about the future of media consumption?

✓ B — It will rely on a balance between global and local content. The passage emphasizes the importance of balancing

global narratives with preserving local traditions.

✗ A — It will be dominated by traditional media. The passage suggests a shift from traditional to streaming media.

✗ C — It will exclude local storytelling traditions. The passage calls for preserving local storytelling traditions.

✗ D — It will only focus on global narratives. The passage discusses the need for both local and global narratives.

MORE C1 LEVEL READING PRACTICE

Sociology Trust Modern Societies — https://www.esl-tests.com/reading/c1/sociology-trust-modern-societies

Economics Global Art Market — https://www.esl-tests.com/reading/c1/economics-global-art-market

Digital Memory Technology Changing Human Recall — https://www.esl-tests.com/reading/c1/digital-memory-technology-

changing-human-recall
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