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Reading Passage

Read the passage carefully. Each paragraph is labelled with a letter for easy reference.

A In today's fast-paced digital landscape, attention has become a scarce commodity. With the average

person exposed to thousands of advertising messages daily, capturing and retaining consumer

attention is more challenging than ever before. Companies like Facebook and Google have

developed sophisticated algorithms that analyze user behavior, tailoring content to maximize

engagement and ensure that users remain interested in what they see. This shift towards

personalized advertising has led to a new economic model where attention is monetized,

fundamentally transforming how businesses interact with consumers. The race to capture attention

often results in a barrage of notifications, pop-ups, and ads, which can overwhelm users and lead to

significant fatigue. As a result, many individuals find themselves struggling to focus amidst this

constant noise and distraction. Furthermore, the impact of social media on attention spans cannot

be understated. Studies suggest that the average human attention span has decreased significantly

over the years, now estimated at around eight seconds. This decline raises important questions

about how effectively individuals can process information in an age dominated by short-form

content and instant gratification. Educational institutions and employers are beginning to recognize

this shift, adapting their approaches to learning and productivity in response. For instance,

universities are incorporating more interactive and engaging teaching methods to maintain student

attention, while companies are rethinking workplace strategies to enhance focus and creativity

among their employees. This includes creating environments that minimize distractions and

encourage collaboration. Additionally, some organizations are implementing training programs

aimed at improving concentration skills among their staff. Ultimately, understanding the economics

of attention is crucial for navigating the complexities of the digital age, where the ability to capture

and sustain interest can determine success or failure in various domains. As the digital world

continues to evolve, the challenge remains: how can we effectively manage our attention and make

meaningful connections in an environment designed to distract us, while also ensuring that we do

not lose sight of the information that truly matters? Addressing this challenge requires a concerted

effort from both individuals and organizations to prioritize attention management and foster

environments conducive to focus.
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Vocabulary Glossary

Key words and phrases from the passage. Study them before attempting the exercise below.

WORD /

PHRASE
DEFINITION EXAMPLE SENTENCE

scarce something that is not easy to find or get In some countries, clean water is scarce.

sophisticated when something is advanced and complex The new phone has a sophisticated camera

system.

monetized when something is used to earn money The blogger monetized her website by

adding ads.

barrage a large number of things happening at the

same time

The team faced a barrage of questions after

the match.

fatigue a feeling of extreme tiredness After the long journey, he felt a lot of fatigue.

gratification the pleasure you feel when you get what

you want

Winning the game gave her a sense of

gratification.

conducive when something makes a situation likely or

possible

A quiet room is conducive to studying.

concerted done in a planned and determined way by

many people

They made a concerted effort to clean the

park.
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Vocabulary Exercise — Fill in the Blank

Use one word or phrase from the glossary above to complete each sentence. Each item is used only once. Answers are on

the final page. 

Water is _____ in many desert areas, making it difficult to survive. 1.

The _____ software can analyze big data quickly and accurately. 2.

The artist _____ his skills by selling paintings online. 3.

After the announcement, there was a _____ of emails and calls. 4.

She felt _____ after working late every night this week. 5.

The quick response from the customer service team provided _____ to the upset customer. 6.
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Comprehension Questions

These questions are different from the online practice test. Choose the best answer (A, B, C, or D). Answers and explanations are

on the final page. 

Question 1

What is the primary economic model discussed in the passage?

Question 2

How have universities adapted to changes in attention spans?

Question 3

What is one consequence of the barrage of notifications and ads?

Question 4

What role do algorithms play in the digital economy according to the passage?

Bartering goods and services A.

Monetizing consumer attention B.

Investing in physical resources C.

Manufacturing high-demand products D.

By shortening class times A.

By using more interactive teaching methods B.

By increasing lecture hours C.

By focusing only on traditional exams D.

Improved concentration A.

Increased focus B.

User fatigue C.

Higher productivity D.

They simplify content for users A.

They create new advertising messages B.

They analyze user behavior to tailor content C.

They reduce the need for human interaction D.
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Question 5

What challenge does the passage identify for the digital age?

Discussion & Writing Prompts

Each prompt references a specific detail from the passage above. Use for classroom discussion or a short written response (150–

200 words). 

1. The passage mentions algorithms by Facebook and Google that tailor content to maximize engagement.

Do you think this personalization is beneficial or harmful to users, and why?

2. Paragraph B highlights that attention spans have decreased to around eight seconds. How might this

affect communication in your daily life?

3. The passage states that companies are rethinking workplace strategies to enhance focus. How could

your workplace or school improve environments to better support concentration?

Producing more digital content A.

Managing and prioritizing attention B.

Improving internet speed C.

Increasing global connectivity D.
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Answer Key

COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS

Q1 B Q2 B Q3 C Q4 C Q5 B

VOCABULARY EXERCISE

FIB1 scarce FIB2 sophisticated FIB3 monetized FIB4 barrage

FIB5 fatigue FIB6 gratification

Comprehension Question Explanations

Why the correct answer is right — and why each wrong option is incorrect. 

1. What is the primary economic model discussed in the passage?

✓ B — Monetizing consumer attention The passage discusses how attention is monetized in the digital age.

✗ A — Bartering goods and services The passage does not discuss bartering of goods and services.

✗ C — Investing in physical resources The focus is on digital attention, not physical resources.

✗ D — Manufacturing high-demand products The passage does not mention manufacturing products.

2. How have universities adapted to changes in attention spans?

✓ B — By using more interactive teaching methods The passage states universities use interactive and engaging

teaching methods.

✗ A — By shortening class times The passage does not mention shortening class times.

✗ C — By increasing lecture hours The passage does not mention increasing lecture hours.

✗ D — By focusing only on traditional exams The focus is not solely on traditional exams.

3. What is one consequence of the barrage of notifications and ads?

✓ C — User fatigue The passage mentions that such barrage leads to user fatigue.

✗ A — Improved concentration The passage states it leads to fatigue, not improved concentration.

✗ B — Increased focus Focus is not increased; rather, the opposite is implied.

✗ D — Higher productivity User fatigue, not higher productivity, is mentioned.

4. What role do algorithms play in the digital economy according to the passage?

✓ C — They analyze user behavior to tailor content The passage explains that algorithms analyze behavior to tailor

content.

✗ A — They simplify content for users The passage states they tailor content, not simplify it.

✗ B — They create new advertising messages Algorithms do not create new messages, they tailor existing content.

✗ D — They reduce the need for human interaction The passage does not mention reducing human interaction.
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5. What challenge does the passage identify for the digital age?

✓ B — Managing and prioritizing attention The passage discusses the challenge of effectively managing attention.

✗ A — Producing more digital content The challenge is not about producing more content.

✗ C — Improving internet speed Internet speed is not the focus of the passage.

✗ D — Increasing global connectivity The challenge is related to attention, not connectivity.
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