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Reading Passage

Read the passage carefully. Each paragraph is labelled with a letter for easy reference.

A The Indo-Pacific region has emerged as a focal point of global geopolitics in recent years, driven by

the shifting balance of power, economic interdependencies, and strategic military considerations.

This vast area, stretching from the eastern shores of Africa to the western coasts of the Americas, is

characterized by a diverse array of countries, cultures, and political systems. Nations like India,

Japan, Australia, and the United States are increasingly engaged in multilateral dialogues to

address the challenges posed by rising powers, particularly China. The Belt and Road Initiative, for

instance, has raised concerns regarding economic dominance and influence over smaller nations,

prompting a reevaluation of diplomatic strategies among traditional powers in the region.

B In response to these developments, regional alliances have become pivotal. The Quad, comprising

the United States, India, Japan, and Australia, exemplifies a strategic partnership aimed at

promoting a free and open Indo-Pacific. This coalition not only seeks to counterbalance China's

assertiveness in the South China Sea but also focuses on critical issues such as climate change,

cybersecurity, and economic resilience. Furthermore, ASEAN plays a crucial role in fostering

cooperation among Southeast Asian nations, emphasizing the importance of unity in navigating

external pressures. As these alliances evolve, the interplay between economic partnerships and

security arrangements will significantly shape the geopolitical landscape.

C Moreover, the Indo-Pacific's significance extends beyond mere territorial disputes or economic

competition. It is a region where global trade routes converge, making it a vital artery for

international commerce. The freedom of navigation in these waters is essential for maintaining the

flow of goods and energy, which has led to increased military presence from various nations,

including the United States and its allies. The ongoing tensions between China and the United

States over trade practices, technology transfers, and military posturing underscore the

complexities of this geopolitical chessboard. As countries navigate these intricate dynamics, the

future of the Indo-Pacific will hinge on their ability to balance national interests with the collective

good of the region, ensuring stability and prosperity for all involved.
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D In addition to these factors, the Indo-Pacific region is also a hub for technological innovation and

development. Countries within this area are investing heavily in new technologies, which further

complicates the geopolitical landscape. The competition for technological supremacy, particularly in

areas like artificial intelligence, telecommunications, and cybersecurity, has become another layer

of tension among nations. As nations strive to assert their influence, the interconnectedness of

economic and security concerns will play a crucial role in shaping the future interactions within the

Indo-Pacific. The region's ability to adapt to these evolving challenges will be vital in determining its

stability and prosperity in the years to come. Furthermore, the collaborative efforts among nations

to address shared challenges, such as climate change and resource management, will be essential in

fostering a sustainable future for the Indo-Pacific, highlighting the need for ongoing dialogue and

cooperation.
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Vocabulary Glossary

Key words and phrases from the passage. Study them before attempting the exercise below.

WORD / PHRASE DEFINITION EXAMPLE SENTENCE

geopolitics the study of how geography and politics

shape international relations

Geopolitics can affect how countries

work together on global issues.

interdependencies when two or more things or people depend

on each other

The countries have many

interdependencies due to trade and

culture.

multilateral involving more than two countries or

groups

A multilateral meeting was held to

discuss the environmental agreements.

reevaluation when you think about something again to

decide if you should change your opinion

The team decided on a reevaluation of

the project goals.

assertiveness acting in a confident and forceful way Her assertiveness helped her lead the

team successfully.

converge when lines, paths, or roads meet at a point The two roads converge at the big

intersection outside town.

posturing behavior meant to impress or mislead

others

The politician's posturing did not

convince the voters.

supremacy the state of being the highest or most

important

The company worked hard to maintain

its supremacy in the market.

resilience the ability to recover quickly from

difficulties

Her resilience helped her bounce back

after losing her job.

interconnectedness when different things or people are linked

together

The interconnectedness of the global

economy means that events in one

country can affect others.
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Vocabulary Exercise — Fill in the Blank

Use one word or phrase from the glossary above to complete each sentence. Each item is used only once. Answers are on

the final page. 

The new trade deal highlights the _____ between the two countries. 1.

The _____ talks involved representatives from five different countries. 2.

After the new data was released, a _____ of the policy was necessary. 3.

The military's _____ in the region has caused tensions to rise. 4.

Technology companies are in fierce competition for market _____. 5.

The river is a point where several smaller streams _____. 6.
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Comprehension Questions

These questions are different from the online practice test. Choose the best answer (A, B, C, or D). Answers and explanations are

on the final page. 

Question 1

What is a primary aim of the Quad alliance according to the passage?

Question 2

Why is the Indo-Pacific region significant for global trade?

Question 3

What factor complicates the geopolitical landscape of the Indo-Pacific?

Question 4

Which initiative is associated with concerns about economic dominance?

Promote a free and open Indo-Pacific A.

Increase trade tariffs B.

Isolate China from global trade C.

Develop new military bases D.

It has the largest number of military bases. A.

It is a main route for international commerce. B.

It is the center of global technological innovation. C.

It has the highest population density. D.

Technological innovation A.

Lack of resources B.

Isolated economies C.

Stable political systems D.

Belt and Road Initiative A.

ASEAN Agreement B.

Trans-Pacific Partnership C.

European Union Expansion D.
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Question 5

What is one role of ASEAN in the Indo-Pacific according to the passage?

Discussion & Writing Prompts

Each prompt references a specific detail from the passage above. Use for classroom discussion or a short written response (150–

200 words). 

1. Paragraph 1 mentions the Belt and Road Initiative as raising concerns about economic dominance.

How do you think this initiative affects smaller nations in the Indo-Pacific?

2. The passage states that the Quad aims to address issues such as climate change and cybersecurity. How

effective do you think multilateral alliances like the Quad are in tackling such global problems?

3. In paragraph 3, the passage highlights the importance of freedom of navigation for international

commerce. What do you think are the potential risks if this freedom is compromised in the Indo-Pacific?

To lead military operations A.

To foster cooperation among Southeast Asian nations B.

To control global trade routes C.

To limit technological innovation D.
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Answer Key

COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS

Q1 A Q2 B Q3 A Q4 A Q5 B

VOCABULARY EXERCISE

FIB1 interdependencies FIB2 multilateral FIB3 reevaluation FIB4 posturing

FIB5 supremacy FIB6 converge

Comprehension Question Explanations

Why the correct answer is right — and why each wrong option is incorrect. 

1. What is a primary aim of the Quad alliance according to the passage?

✓ A — Promote a free and open Indo-Pacific The passage states that the Quad aims to promote a free and open Indo-

Pacific.

✗ B — Increase trade tariffs The passage does not mention trade tariffs as a focus of the Quad.

✗ C — Isolate China from global trade The Quad is not described as trying to isolate China from global trade.

✗ D — Develop new military bases The passage does not mention developing new military bases.

2. Why is the Indo-Pacific region significant for global trade?

✓ B — It is a main route for international commerce. The passage explains that the Indo-Pacific is vital for global trade

routes.

✗ A — It has the largest number of military bases. The significance is related to trade routes, not military bases.

✗ C — It is the center of global technological innovation. The passage mentions technological innovation but emphasizes

trade routes.

✗ D — It has the highest population density. Population density is not discussed as a factor in the passage.

3. What factor complicates the geopolitical landscape of the Indo-Pacific?

✓ A — Technological innovation The passage states that technological innovation complicates the geopolitical

landscape.

✗ B — Lack of resources Resource scarcity is not mentioned as a complicating factor.

✗ C — Isolated economies The passage discusses interconnected economies, not isolated ones.

✗ D — Stable political systems The passage does not mention stable political systems as a complicating factor.
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4. Which initiative is associated with concerns about economic dominance?

✓ A — Belt and Road Initiative The passage associates the Belt and Road Initiative with concerns about economic

dominance.

✗ B — ASEAN Agreement ASEAN is mentioned as fostering cooperation, not economic dominance concerns.

✗ C — Trans-Pacific Partnership The Trans-Pacific Partnership is not mentioned in the passage.

✗ D — European Union Expansion The European Union is not discussed in the passage.

5. What is one role of ASEAN in the Indo-Pacific according to the passage?

✓ B — To foster cooperation among Southeast Asian nations The passage mentions ASEAN's role in fostering

cooperation among Southeast Asian nations.

✗ A — To lead military operations The passage does not mention ASEAN leading military operations.

✗ C — To control global trade routes ASEAN's focus is on cooperation, not controlling trade routes.

✗ D — To limit technological innovation The passage does not mention limiting technological innovation.
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