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Reading Passage

Read the passage carefully. Each paragraph is labelled with a letter for easy reference.

A In recent years, the discourse surrounding historical revisionism has gained significant traction,

especially in the context of national identity. This phenomenon often involves reinterpreting

historical events to reflect contemporary values or political agendas. For instance, in countries like

Hungary and Poland, government narratives have shifted to emphasize a more favorable view of

their past, often downplaying or omitting darker chapters such as authoritarianism or collaboration

during World War II. This selective memory serves not only to bolster national pride but also to

foster a sense of unity among citizens, who may feel a shared connection to an idealized version of

history, which can be particularly appealing in times of social or political uncertainty.

B Such revisionism, however, is not without its critics. Opponents argue that distorting history can

lead to a dangerous form of nationalism that undermines the complexity of a nation's past. In

Germany, for example, the struggle to confront the legacy of the Holocaust continues to evoke

passionate debate. While some advocate for a narrative that acknowledges the atrocities committed,

others fear that such discussions could perpetuate guilt or hinder national cohesion. This ongoing

tension reflects a broader global trend where nations grapple with how to reconcile their historical

narratives with present-day values and identities, often leading to polarized opinions within

societies.

C Moreover, educational systems often play a pivotal role in shaping how history is taught and

understood. In many countries, textbooks are revised to include perspectives that resonate with

contemporary societal values, sometimes at the expense of historical accuracy. This can create a

generation of students who possess a skewed understanding of their nation's past. For instance, in

the United States, discussions around the portrayal of slavery and civil rights in school curricula

have sparked heated debates, highlighting the intersection of education, politics, and national

identity. These debates are crucial as they reveal the challenges educators face in presenting a

balanced view of history that honors both the past and the present, while also engaging students in

critical thinking about their own identities.
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D Ultimately, the challenge lies in finding a balance that honors historical truths while fostering a

cohesive national narrative that can unify diverse populations. This balance is crucial to ensuring

that citizens can engage with their history in a meaningful way, allowing for a more nuanced

understanding of their national identity. This ongoing dialogue is vital as societies evolve and seek

to understand their past in a way that is both honest and constructive. By addressing these

complexities, nations can work towards a more inclusive narrative that acknowledges various

perspectives and experiences, thereby enriching the collective memory and identity of their citizens.

Such efforts can help societies navigate the complexities of their histories while promoting a shared

sense of belonging among their people.
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Vocabulary Glossary

Key words and phrases from the passage. Study them before attempting the exercise below.

WORD /

PHRASE
DEFINITION EXAMPLE SENTENCE

revisionism changing how we understand past events

to fit new ideas or purposes

The history book was criticized for its

revisionism, as it presented a new view of

past wars.

narrative a story or account of events, often with a

specific angle or purpose

Her narrative of the trip focused on the

positive experiences and left out the

challenges.

bolster to support or strengthen something The team needed a win to bolster their

confidence for the next match.

cohesion the act of forming a united whole The coach focused on building cohesion

among the players to improve teamwork.

polarized divided into two sharply contrasting

groups or sets of opinions

The issue of climate change has polarized

public opinion in many countries.

pivotal of crucial importance in relation to the

development or success of something

The discovery of penicillin was pivotal in the

development of modern medicine.

resonate to evoke a response or feeling, often

because it is relevant

The movie's message resonated with

audiences around the world.

skewed biased or distorted in a way that is

misleading

The survey's results were skewed because it

only included young people.
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Vocabulary Exercise — Fill in the Blank

Use one word or phrase from the glossary above to complete each sentence. Each item is used only once. Answers are on

the final page. 

The new policy aims to _____ public support for the government's environmental initiatives. 1.

The debate over the new law became highly _____, dividing the community into two opposing

groups. 

2.

The teacher's approach to history was to present multiple _____ to help students understand

different perspectives. 

3.

The introduction of the internet was a _____ moment in the way people access information. 4.

The speech clearly _____ with the audience, as they showed their agreement with loud applause. 5.

The data was _____ because it did not include people from rural areas. 6.
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Comprehension Questions

These questions are different from the online practice test. Choose the best answer (A, B, C, or D). Answers and explanations are

on the final page. 

Question 1

What is one reason governments may engage in historical revisionism?

Question 2

Why do some people in Germany fear discussions about the Holocaust?

Question 3

How do educational systems contribute to historical revisionism?

Question 4

What is a potential downside of historical revisionism according to the passage?

To promote a sense of national pride A.

To acknowledge all historical details B.

To increase international tourism C.

To highlight the role of women in history D.

They think it is not important to remember. A.

They worry it could divide the nation. B.

They believe the facts are wrong. C.

They feel it is too recent to discuss. D.

By eliminating history classes A.

By revising textbooks to fit current values B.

By focusing only on local history C.

By refusing to teach controversial topics D.

It may lead to increased international tensions. A.

It can result in a skewed understanding of history. B.

It often makes history classes longer. C.

It improves national tourism by creating new historical sites. D.
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Question 5

What challenge do educators face regarding historical narratives?

Discussion & Writing Prompts

Each prompt references a specific detail from the passage above. Use for classroom discussion or a short written response (150–

200 words). 

1. Paragraph B discusses Germany's struggle with the Holocaust narrative. What are some ways countries

can address difficult parts of their history without harming national unity?

2. The passage mentions that textbooks are revised to align with contemporary values. How should

educators decide which historical perspectives to include in school curricula?

3. According to Paragraph D, finding a balance in historical narratives is crucial. What are the risks of not

achieving this balance, and how might it affect future generations?

Finding new ways to entertain students A.

Balancing historical accuracy with contemporary values B.

Creating more textbooks each year C.

Focusing solely on ancient history D.
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Answer Key

COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS

Q1 A Q2 B Q3 B Q4 B Q5 B

VOCABULARY EXERCISE

FIB1 bolster FIB2 polarized FIB3 narratives FIB4 pivotal FIB5 resonated

FIB6 skewed

Comprehension Question Explanations

Why the correct answer is right — and why each wrong option is incorrect. 

1. What is one reason governments may engage in historical revisionism?

✓ A — To promote a sense of national pride Option A is correct because the passage mentions revisionism is used to

bolster national pride.

✗ B — To acknowledge all historical details Option B is incorrect because revisionism often omits or downplays certain

historical details.

✗ C — To increase international tourism Option C is incorrect because the passage does not discuss tourism as a

motivation.

✗ D — To highlight the role of women in history Option D is incorrect because the focus is not on gender roles in history.

2. Why do some people in Germany fear discussions about the Holocaust?

✓ B — They worry it could divide the nation. Option B is correct as the passage states there is fear that such

discussions could hinder national cohesion.

✗ A — They think it is not important to remember. Option A is incorrect as the passage does not suggest it is seen as

unimportant.

✗ C — They believe the facts are wrong. Option C is incorrect because the passage does not mention disbelief in the facts.

✗ D — They feel it is too recent to discuss. Option D is incorrect as the passage does not mention the recency being an

issue.

3. How do educational systems contribute to historical revisionism?

✓ B — By revising textbooks to fit current values Option B is correct as the passage notes that textbooks are revised to

resonate with contemporary values.

✗ A — By eliminating history classes Option A is incorrect because the passage does not mention eliminating history

classes.

✗ C — By focusing only on local history Option C is incorrect as the passage does not suggest a focus solely on local

history.

✗ D — By refusing to teach controversial topics Option D is incorrect because the passage does not mention avoiding

controversial topics entirely.
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4. What is a potential downside of historical revisionism according to the passage?

✓ B — It can result in a skewed understanding of history. Option B is correct because the passage mentions that

revisionism can create a skewed understanding.

✗ A — It may lead to increased international tensions. Option A is incorrect as the passage does not discuss international

tensions.

✗ C — It often makes history classes longer. Option C is incorrect because the passage does not mention class length.

✗ D — It improves national tourism by creating new historical sites. Option D is incorrect as the passage does not

mention tourism benefits.

5. What challenge do educators face regarding historical narratives?

✓ B — Balancing historical accuracy with contemporary values Option B is correct as the passage discusses the

challenge of balancing historical truth with current

societal values.

✗ A — Finding new ways to entertain students Option A is incorrect because entertainment is not the focus mentioned.

✗ C — Creating more textbooks each year Option C is incorrect as the passage does not discuss the quantity of textbooks.

✗ D — Focusing solely on ancient history Option D is incorrect as the focus is not on ancient history alone.
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