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Reading Passage

A Post-colonial theory has profoundly influenced our understanding of language and its role in
shaping cultural identity. This theoretical framework emerged in the late 20th century, aiming to
analyze the lingering effects of colonialism on former colonies. Scholars such as Edward Said and
Homi K. Bhabha have argued that language is not merely a tool for communication but a powerful
instrument of power and resistance. In places like India and Nigeria, where multiple languages
coexist, the dynamics of language use reflect complex historical narratives and social interactions.
For instance, English, often viewed as a symbol of colonial dominance, has been repurposed by local
populations to assert their identities and challenge colonial legacies. This reclamation of language
underscores the notion that language can be both a medium of oppression and a means of

liberation, allowing individuals to navigate their cultural landscapes more effectively.

g  Furthermore, the interplay between language and identity is illuminated through the works of post-
colonial writers who employ linguistic hybridity. Authors such as Chinua Achebe and Salman
Rushdie have skillfully blended English with local dialects, creating a unique narrative voice that
speaks to the complexities of their cultural heritage and experiences. This linguistic
experimentation not only enriches the literary landscape but also serves as a form of resistance
against the homogenizing forces of globalization. By embracing their multilingual realities, these
writers highlight the importance of language as a site of cultural negotiation and transformation.
The act of writing in a colonial language becomes an assertion of agency, allowing authors to carve
out spaces for their indigenous narratives within a broader discourse and to challenge the dominant

narratives imposed by colonial powers.
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Moreover, the educational implications of post-colonial language theory are significant and far-
reaching. In many post-colonial societies, the language of instruction in schools often remains the
former colonial language, which can alienate students from their cultural roots and heritage. This
situation raises critical questions about the value placed on indigenous languages and the urgent
need for educational reforms that embrace linguistic diversity. Advocates argue that incorporating
local languages into the curriculum can enhance students' engagement and foster a deeper
connection to their cultural identities. By integrating local languages, educational systems can
better reflect the realities of students' lives and promote a sense of belonging. As we navigate the
complexities of a globalized world, the insights gleaned from post-colonial theory challenge us to
reconsider the relationships between language, power, and identity, ultimately urging us to create
more inclusive linguistic practices that honor the rich tapestry of human experience. In this context,
the reclamation of language signifies a vital resistance against colonial legacies, allowing for a
resurgence of cultural pride and identity among local populations. This process not only empowers
individuals but also revitalizes communities, fostering a collective sense of heritage and belonging

that is essential in a world that often seeks to erase such identities.



Vocabulary Glossary
Key words and phrases from the passage. Study them before attempting the exercise below.

WORD /
PHRASE

DEFINITION EXAMPLE SENTENCE

profoundly in a very deep and important way The teacher's words profoundly changed
how I think about history.

lingering lasting for a long time; slow to end The smell of the flowers was lingering in the
room.

reclamation the act of taking back something that was The reclamation of old buildings can
lost or taken preserve history.

interplay the way in which two or more things affect The interplay between light and shadow
each other made the painting interesting.

hybridity the mixture of different elements or The city's architecture is a hybridity of old
cultures and new styles.

homogenizing making things the same or similar The global brand was criticized for

homogenizing local cultures.

alienate to make someone feel that they do not Speaking only in English can alienate people
belong who prefer local languages.
revitalizes makes something strong and active again The new park revitalizes the neighborhood.
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Vocabulary Exercise — Fill in the Blank

Use one word or phrase from the glossary above to complete each sentence. Each item is used only once. Answers are on

the final page.

1.

The artist's work changed the way people viewed modern art.

Despite efforts to move forward, the effects of the policy are still

The _ oftraditional crafts has helped preserve cultural heritage.

The  of music and dance in the festival was beautiful to see.

The film's of different genres created a fresh experience for viewers.
Using only one language in schools can _______ students from their native culture.
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Comprehension Questions

Question 1

What is one main idea of post-colonial theory regarding language?

A. Language is only useful for basic communication.
B. Language can be a tool of both oppression and liberation.
C. Alllanguages should be replaced by English.

D. Language has no connection to cultural identity.

Question 2

Why do post-colonial writers blend English with local dialects?

A. To simplify their writing for English speakers.
B. To create a unique narrative voice that reflects their cultural heritage.
C. To avoid using local languages entirely.

D. To make their books more popular worldwide.

Question 3

What role does language play in post-colonial education according to the passage?

A. Tt often alienates students from their cultural roots.
B. It helps students learn about global cultures.
C. Itisthe main focus of post-colonial education.

D. It has no significant role in education.

Question 4

What does the passage suggest about the use of English in countries like India and Nigeria?

A. Ttis purely a symbol of colonial power.
B. It has been entirely replaced by local languages.
C. Itisused to assert local identities.

D. Itis no longer relevant in modern society.



Question 5

What educational reform does the passage suggest is needed in post-colonial societies?

A

B
C.
D

. Complete removal of colonial languages from schools.
. Integration of local languages into the curriculum.
Focus on teaching only global languages.

. Increase in English-only instruction.

Discussion & Writing Prompts

Each prompt references a specific detail from the passage above. Use for classroom discussion or a short written response (150—
200 words).

1. Based on paragraph 1, how do you think language can serve both as a tool of power and a means of

resistance in current global issues?

2. Paragraph 2 discusses authors blending English with local dialects. Can you think of any modern

examples where this occurs, and how does it affect the perception of cultural identity?

3. In paragraph 3, the idea of integrating local languages into education is proposed. What might be the

challenges and benefits of such educational reforms in your country?

https://www.esl|-tests.com Page 6 of 8



Answer Key

COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS

Q1 B Q2 B Q3 A Q4 C Q5 B

VOCABULARY EXERCISE

FIB1 profoundly FIB2 lingering FIB3 reclamation FIB4 interplay

FIB5 hybridity FIB6 alienate

Comprehension Question Explanations

Why the correct answer is right — and why each wrong option is incorrect.

1. What is one main idea of post-colonial theory regarding language?

v/ B — Language can be a tool of both oppression and liberation. = The passage states that language can be both a
medium of oppression and a means of liberation.

X A — Language is only useful for basic communication. = 7he passage emphasizes the complex roles of language, not just
basic communication.

X C — All languages should be replaced by English. | The passage argues against replacing languages, highlighting the
importance of linguistic diversity.

X D — Language has no connection to cultural identity. = 7he passage connects language closely to cultural identity.

2. Why do post-colonial writers blend English with local dialects?

v B — To create a unique narrative voice that reflects their cultural heritage. The passage explains that blending
languages helps writers reflect cultural
heritage and experiences.

X A — To simplify their writing for English speakers. | The passage highlights complexity, not simplification.
X C — To avoid using local languages entirely. = The passage discusses the use of local dialects, not avoidance.

X D — To make their books more popular worldwide. | Popularity is not mentioned as a reason in the passage.

3. What role does language play in post-colonial education according to the passage?

v/ A — It often alienates students from their cultural roots. = The passage mentions that using former colonial languages
can alienate students from their cultural roots.

X B — It helps students learn about global cultures. = The passage focuses on cultural roots, not global cultures.

X C — It is the main focus of post-colonial education. | The passage discusses language as part of education, not the main
focus.

X D — It has no significant role in education. = The passage highlights language's significant role in cultural identity.
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4. What does the passage suggest about the use of English in countries like India and Nigeria?

7/ C —Iltis used to assert local identities. = The passage states that English has been repurposed to assert identities and
challenge colonial legacies.

X A— It is purely a symbol of colonial power. = The passage discusses English being repurposed, not just as a symbol of
power.

X B — It has been entirely replaced by local languages. | 1he passage does not mention English being entirely replaced.

X D — Itis no longer relevant in modern society. = 1he passage indicates English remains relevant as a tool for identity.

5. What educational reform does the passage suggest is needed in post-colonial societies?

v/ B — Integration of local languages into the curriculum. = The passage advocates for integrating local languages to
enhance cultural connection.

X A — Complete removal of colonial languages from schools. | 1he passage suggests integration, not complete removal.
X C — Focus on teaching only global languages. = The passage emphasizes local languages, not only global ones.

X D — Increase in English-only instruction. = The passage argues against English-only instruction.
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